Algebra I
Student Guidelines & Expectations
2013-2014

Teacher: Jake House
peasesa@lipscomb.edu
School: 615.966.6440
Cell: 785.224.0099

Textbook: Algebra I by Glencoe
[bookmark: _GoBack]Online Help: glencoe.com; QuickPass Code: A14801c1
Standards: National Council of Mathematics Teachers

Class Atmosphere & Expectations:
	The class atmosphere will be focused around two Biblical Scripture: 
Philippians 2: 14-15 “Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,” 
Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.”
	
“You only deserve what YOU earn,” is also another quote we will build our classroom around.  Each individual student will EARN his or her grade for the class.  It is my responsibility to give students the opportunity to learn the principles of working for the Lord, the ability to succeed in the classroom, and the tools to excel in life.  Students will be fully responsible and expected to be engaged and present for class to take full advantage of every opportunity. 

Classroom Rules:
1. Have RESPECT for peers, teachers, administrators, and yourself
2. Allow for a learning environment.
3. Cell phones will NOT be used in class.
a. Unless authorized by teacher
b. Teacher may ask student to put cell phone is an area to eliminate distraction and disruption.
4. Respect the property of others.
5. 3 tardies to class will result in detention.
a. Each tardy resulting in a five-point deduction for the 9 week participation total of 100 points.
6. Three-Strike Rule
7. Work hard & Ask questions

Grading Structure:
65%: Tests and Quizzes
35%: Homework /Classwork/Participation

**Grades will be updated weekly**
Tests & Quizzes:  Tests will be given after the completion of each chapter.  There will be 3 tests given per nine weeks.  Students will also be assessed every Friday through quizzes to determine how well students are grasping the material.  This will allow students to prepare for quizzes and practice for information prior to the Chapter Test.

Homework/Classwork/Participation:  Homework will be assigned daily for students to practice procedures and get familiar/comfortable with the content knowledge learned in class.  Homework will be turned in on a daily basis.  Homework will be graded for completion and confidence checks will be given periodically and see how well students understand the material.  Confidence checks are 1 to 5 problems from the previous night’s homework.  Students may use homework and notes to complete the problems stated.  Completed homework will help students succeed in confidence checks because material will be practice and understood.  Bellwork will also be given as students enter into the classroom to check understanding of lesson or review foundation knowledge needed for that day’s lesson.  Students will have 5 minutes to complete the Bellwork before turning in for a grade.  A total of 100 participation points will set for every 9-weeks.  Attending class and following expectations dictate the participation points given to each student during each 9-weeks period.

Late work for Chapter will be accepted for 50% of total credit until Chapter Test is taken.  Assignments will be given a zero if not turned in before Test is taken.

*Algebra I Binder: Students will be required to keep a 1 ½” binder with the required separation tabs:
1. Notes
2. Bellwork
3. Homework
4. Confidence Checks
5. Other
All work throughout semester should stay in binder.  This will allow students to practice good organization skills and will be able to keep up with all necessary information to succeed in my class.  This semester long assignment will give the students responsibility and will be graded as a homework/classwork/participation grade at the end of the semester.









Other Helpful Information

Homework:  Homework is given on a daily basis to practice what was taught in class.  Completing the homework will give the students the opportunity to perfect the skill and bring their understanding full circle. This will give the students time to ask questions and clear up any misunderstanding they may have before the test.  Practice is REQUIRED to succeed in math and on tests within the time given.  Graphing and construction will be used without a calculator or technology devise.  
*All homework, after graded, needs to stay in Algebra I Binder- Homework Tab.

Notes:  Each class period, we will work through many familiar and unfamiliar topics.  Students will be given a note taking guide most days in order to get through all material needed within the allotted time.
*All Notes will go in Algebra I Binder- Notes Tab.

Bellwork: Students will be expected to come into class and be working on Bellwork before bell rings for class to start.  There will be ONLY 5 minutes allotted for completion.  Bellwork will assess students understanding on pervious material taught or engaging students in prior knowledge being used in the day’s lesson.  Bellwork will be graded daily by students and taken for a grade periodically.
*All Bellwork will be kept in Algebra I Binder- Bellwork Tab.

Absences:  Students will be expected to be in class each day.  It is extremely important to be present for material in mathematics build upon the previous day.  If an absence does occur, RenWeb will have the lesson plan and homework assignment for the day.  Students will be required to turn in absent work WITHIN ONE WEEK following the day of absence.  Reading the correlating section in the book will allow students to fill out the note-taking guide. STUDENTS are responsible for finding out what they missed when absent.  Each day absent will result in a ten-point deduction (per absence) toward the 9-week participation grade of totaling 100 points (school-functions are not included).

Help:  If extra help is needed throughout the year, I will be available before school and most days after school (out of volleyball season).  I have planning 4th period and Athletic 7th period.  If students have study halls coincide with these periods, individuals are welcome to come in for extra help or complete homework.  LEP is also available for help.

Communication:  RenWeb will be updated for the upcoming week on Friday afternoons or by Monday at noon of that week.  I will also be updating grades on Monday of each week.  RenWeb is a great way to stay connected with student’s work and grades.  Student-Teacher communication is very important to me because it allows students to take ownership of their own grades and actions; preparing them for college and/or life.  I also know Parent-Teacher communication is very beneficial also and encourage you to keep in touch through phone calls or emails if questions or concerns may arise.  

Extra Credit: At times, students may do test corrections at the teacher’s discretion.  ½ point credit will be added to the test grade for each corrected problem. 

Three-Strike Policy

	We all have times when we get the wrong notebook from our locker or need to run to the restroom in the middle of class.  This three-strike policy will allow you to have those times when you forget or mess up, but still hold you accountable.   I plan to use detention as a way to build effective classroom behavior.  At the bottom of the page you will find a list of classroom expectations.  These are things that you should be doing that will help you to succeed and build an effective classroom environment.  If you are not doing one of these things, I will write it down as your “First Strike”.  If it is reasonable, I will ask you to initial that I have warned you.  If at another point during the nine weeks you are not following these guidelines, you will receive your “Second Strike”.  If you receive a “Third Strike” you will also receive detention that same day.  Any strikes following the “Third Strike” will also receive a detention.  At the end of the nine weeks the slate is wiped clean and we will start over.  

Classroom Expectations – How to build a successful environment in my class.

1.  Make sure you are in your seat ready to start class when the bell rings.  (T)
2. Bring your book, notebook and homework to class with you so that you do not need to leave class to go to your locker. (L)
3. Make sure you use the restroom between classes and not during class time. (RR)
4. Please be in dress code at all times in my class. (DC)
5. Do not fall asleep during class.  (S)
6. Actively participate by taking notes during class. (N)
7. Do not allow other things to distract you such as cell phones.  (CP)
8. Focus on mathematical content during class and not other things such as homework for another class.  (OW)
9. Do not be disruptive during class.  Only talk when called upon.  (D)
10. Do not distract yourself with food or drink during class.  Only water in a sealed water bottle is allowed.  (F)
*If students are not following classroom expectations, a five point deduction will be taken off (per strike) total 9 weeks participation points.*


Outline of coursework:

1st Nine Weeks
· Chapter 1:  Number Properties; Order of Operations; Introduction to Equations and Functions                                           
· Chapter 2:  Solving Equations; Ratios and Proportions; Absolute Value; Percent of Change; Weighted Averages          
· Chapter 3:  Graphing linear equations; Slope as a rate of change; Direct Variation; Arithmetic Sequences

2nd Nine Weeks
· Chapter 4: The Slope-Intercept form of a line; The Point-Slope form of a line; Parallel and Perpendicular Lines; Scatter Plots; Linear Regression                                                                                                                                                                         Chapter 5:  Solving Inequalities; Compound and Absolute Value Inequalities; Inequalities in Two Variables                      
· Chapter 6: Solving Systems of Equations by Graphing, Substitution and Elimination; Introduction to Matrices

3rd Nine Weeks
· Chapter 7:  Adding, Subtracting, Multiplying and Dividing Polynomials; Scientific Notation; Special Products               
· Chapter 8:  Factoring Polynomials; Trinomial Factoring; Differences of Two Squares, Perfect Square Trinomials           
· Chapter 9:  Graphing Quadratic Functions; Transformations of Quadratic Functions; Completing the Square; Using the Quadratic Formula

4th Nine Weeks
· Chapter 10:  Square Root Functions; Radical Expressions; Radical Equations; The Pythagorean Theorem; The Distance and Mid-Point Formulas; Sine, Cosine and Tangent                                                                                                                 
· Chapter 11:  Rational Functions; Adding, Subtracting, Multiplying and Dividing Rational Expressions; Complex Fractions; Rational Equations  
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