
LIPSCOMB ACADEMY 

8th Grade Pre-Algebra 
 

“Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus.”  

          -- Colossians 3:17                                                                   
 
Welcome to a new school year at Lipscomb Academy.  I am very excited about working with 
your student this year and partnering with you to help them have a great year.  I aspire to 
create a positive and enthusiastic learning environment.  It is my intention for your child to 
always feel they have a “home court advantage” when they are in my classroom.  Math is a 
skill, just like any other, that can be mastered through dedication and practice.  Attitude and 
effort are the keys to being successful. 

A Brief Curriculum Overview: 

1ST NINE WEEKS:  Chapters 1 - 4 

- Introduction to Algebraic Thinking 

- Operations (+, -, x, /) in the Real Number  

   System (fractions, decimals, negatives) 

 

2ND NINE WEEKS:  Chapters 5 – 7 

- Solving Equations and Inequalities 

- Ratio/Proportion/Percent 

 

3RD NINE WEEKS:  Chapters 13, 10, 11 

- Statistics and Probability 

- Geometry (Right triangles, angles, distance) 

 

4TH NINE WEEKS:  Chapters 12, 8, 9 

- Geometry (surface area and volume) 

- Intro to Linear Equations and Functions 

- Intro to Powers and Nonlinear Functions 

Ways Parents Can Help: 

 Reinforce the importance of practice. 

 Avoid missing class – math is a subject that builds. 

 Promote taking thorough notes and reviewing them each night. 

 Encourage your child to take responsibility for their education by completing and 
correcting practice problems, staying organized, and asking questions. 

There are many beneficial websites and apps available as learning aids.  The website that is 
aligned with our text is below.  There you will find extra examples worked out by a personal 
tutor, practice quizzes, and many other helpful resources.  Please encourage your student to 
visit it frequently. 

http://glencoe.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0078885159/student_view0/ 

A few other math websites that are great for extra practice and review are the following: 
    http://www.coolmath.com/index.html 

http://www.math.com/ 
http://www.algebrahelp.com/ 
http://www.khanacademy.org/ 

 

http://glencoe.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0078885159/student_view0/
http://www.coolmath.com/index.html
http://www.math.com/
http://www.algebrahelp.com/
http://www.khanacademy.org/


 
Grading System: 
The math grade will be a combination of points and weighted average.  Within each catagory  
the assignment will be worth a different amount of points which will vary depending on the 
difficulty of the assignment or amount of work required.  Usually tests will be worth 100 points.   

Practice  20%   Anything graded for effort, completion, participation (most practice problems and notes) 

Quiz   20%    Anything graded for accuracy (some practice problems, quizzes, classwork, small projects) 

Tests   60%  Tests, Major Projects 

 

Calculator Use: 
We will use calculators this year.  However, I retain the right to not allow calculators on certain 
assignments.  Please encourage your child to work without it whenever possible.    A basic 
calculator is appropriate for Pre-Algebra.  Please find a way to write/engrave a name on your 
student’s calculator because they do get lost.   
 

RenWeb and Schoology 
These are wonderful tools to keep home and school connected.  Access RenWeb often.  Not 
only will you be able to see your student’s grades on RenWeb, but you can also see the plans  
for the week and the daily assigned practice problems.  Please refer to RenWeb when your child 
is absent.   Schoology is an innovative learning management system we are adding this year.  It 
has many features that will enhance learning along with our iPad initiative.   

 

Extra Help 
If your child ever needs help, please encourage them to let me know.  I am happy to schedule a 
time before or after school to work with them.  We are preparing for high school next year, so 
please foster responsibility and ownership of learning.   
 

Contact Information 
Communication is vital to a successful parent-teacher relationship.  I will send progress reports 
and class updates periodically through RenWeb.  If you ever have a question or concern, please 
do not hesitate to contact me.  I am looking forward to a great year!  
sara.mitchell@lipscomb.edu      
 

 

For even more information please view our “Meet the Teacher” webpage:   
http://lipscombacademy.weebly.com/mrs-mitchell.html 

 

 

 

 

 

“If knowledge is power, then enthusiasm is the switch.” 
        -- Quantum Learning 
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