Psychology Class
Meet the Teacher Night

Miss Betsy Thomas  
(615) 966-6411     
betsy.thomas@lipscomb.edu
Course Description

This is an introductory course in psychology: the study of how brain functions affect human behavior. The course is designed to be practical, interesting and informative. Students will better understand the pressures of life by studying a background of heredity and environmental conditions. 
Course Objectives


I believe that by studying how the brain works, we can better understand why humans behave the way they do. This understanding is essential solving the problems facing society today. By the end of the semester it is my goal that you are able to:

1) Understand the basic functions of the brain

2) Predict human behavior based on your understanding of brain functions

3) Identify ways to improve the human condition based 
Course Procedures


Each day will begin with a journal entry. This will be based on a teacher given prompt, a news article, or a podcast. These journal entries must be completed in the student’s journal that is left in class (it cannot be on loose paper or in a notebook for another class). I will periodically take up the journals for grades. If a student is absent, they will not be required to make up the journal entry but must note in their journal any day they were absent. 
Grading
Grading in this class will be based on a total points system. 
Tests= 100 points

Quizzes= 50 points

Journal= 50 points

Homework= 10-20 points

Classwork= 10-20 points
The first nine weeks, you will be required to spend “5 Good Minutes” with me outside of class. This can be done in a variety of ways. I will go over this assignment with you during the first week of class. This will be worth 50 points.
I rely heavily on in class discussion and thoroughly expect all of my students to be attentive, prepared, and involved in these. Because of this, I will give a 10-point weekly grade based on participation and learning attitude. If a student comes to class prepared and on time (with all of the materials and work), participates in class activities, and has a positive learning attitude, then they will receive the 10 points for the week. 

Materials

Journal



Folder

Paper




Pens/Pencils
I am very much looking forward to spending this year with your students! RenWeb will be updated weekly. I will put up lesson plans for each week on Mondays. 

If there is anything I can ever do for you or your child, please let me know. I can be reached via email or phone.  
