Wednesday, August 7, 2013

Dear General Psychology student & parents,
Greetings and welcome to General Psychology!  I am very excited about this course and I wanted to write to you and give you an introduction to our class and our goals.  Attached, you will find the General Psychology syllabus for the first nine weeks.

General Psychology is a study of the mind, brain, behavior, and emotions.  There will be many new concepts, theories, and ideas to explore and attempt to understand.  Reading the text will be essential for success in this class.  Each student will be required to consistently bring their needed materials (textbook, notes, psychology folder) to every class, enthusiastically and respectfully participate in our class discussions, and genuinely remain engaged with good effort and attitude.  

Our overall goal for learning psychology is not only to understand the psychological concepts and theories, but learn to apply these concepts by helping others and promoting their dignity and welfare.  On a daily basis, we will explore our assigned text, discuss the psychological concepts, and make practical applications to our lives.  Occasionally, we will be viewing psychology video clips as well as viewing and discussing themes from the movies Awakenings and The Odd Life of Timothy Green.  As a Licensed Professional Counselor, I will be sharing my own past work experiences in class to further bring this subject to life.

It is my honor and privilege to teach your child.  I am looking forward to a great new year of learning and growth.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me (jeremy.king@lipscomb.edu).

I am asking each student to bring one box of Kleenex so that our classroom is supplied all year with tissues.  Our first day of school (a half day) is Monday, August 12!

In Christ,

Jeremy King

General Psychology  /  First Nine Weeks 2013

Grading:  It is important for you to keep up with your grades on Renweb.  

Each assignment will be worth 100 points, but the weight of each grade in the final average will be as follows:

Participation – 25%
There are several forms of participation grades:

· Daily Focus Activity sheets can be checked randomly.  These activity sheets are “warm-up” questions that will be given most every day as we begin our class.  Points are earned for adequately completing these question sheets and keeping them in your psychology folder.
· Discussion / group work grades will usually be taken once a week.  Points are earned for being engaged and offering comments during class discussions / group work.
· In-class handouts will be given several times a week as we discuss our material.  Points are earned for adequately completing the handouts and keeping them in your psychology folder.

· Pop quizzes may be given randomly.

Homework Grades – 25%
Homework will usually be assigned one-two times a week.  If homework is one day late, you will receive 85% of the grade.  If it is two days late, you will receive 75% of the grade.  Three days late = 0.  If homework is not turned in when asked for, it will then be considered at least one day late.  Some homework / assignments will not be accepted late.  It is your responsibility to keep up with your homework assignments, turn them in on time, and get missed assignments.  “Crumpled-up” homework will not be accepted.  

Tests / Projects  – 50%
Tests will take place every week.  We will have two major projects (and presentations) in the semester. 

Make-up Work:

For each day that you have an excused absence from school, you will have one day to turn in the missed assignment.  You must get an admit note from the office on the day you return to school.  It is your responsibility to arrange a time to take a missed quiz / test.  Making up a quiz or test should occur before school or during your study hall.  It is also your responsibility to get missed notes or class work due to an absence.

Supplies:
You will need to bring your textbook to every class, paper & pen for note-taking, and a psychology folder (with brads) to keep your handouts in.  Not bringing your materials to every class may affect your participation grade.  The textbook which we will be using is Understanding Psychology by Richard A. Kasschau, Ph.D.  Reading the assigned chapters in our textbook will be necessary to gain a solid understanding of the psychological concepts that will be taught, discussed, and assessed.

Discipline & Maturity:
*Respect for one another is vital to our class discussions and learning.  I will respect you and expect you to return the same courtesy.

*Maintaining personal accountability, being respectful, having a positive attitude, and putting forth strong effort and motivation are MAJOR keys that will build your success in this class.  I expect you to strive for excellence.

*It will be vital for you to be engaged in class with your materials open on your desks every day.  Our ultimate goal is to explore, comprehend, and master our subject.

Studying Psychology:

General Psychology is a study of the mind, brain, behavior, and emotions.  We will explore many psychological concepts and theories that will increase and challenge your understanding of Psychology.  We will also make applications to our own lives. Our overall goal for learning psychology is not only to understand the psychological concepts and theories, but learn to apply these concepts by helping others and promoting their dignity and welfare.

Educational video / audio clips:

Often, we will view educational video / audio clips in class.  Your undivided attention and focus are necessary while watching these video clips.  You may be given a discussion sheet for note-taking and / or answering questions.  These worksheets should be kept in your folder / binder and will be graded for completion periodically throughout the semester.

Classroom Expectations & Behavior Guidelines:
1. Come to every class with your textbook, your notebook / notes and paper, journal, pen, and pencil.  Be responsible and organized.  Bring all materials to class and do not ask to go to your locker.  Not bringing your necessary materials to class can result in either a detention or tardy.  Turn in assignments during class on the day that they are due.

2. Be on time.  Be in your seats when the bell rings (or this will be considered a tardy) and stay there unless otherwise directed.  Do not get out of your seat.  Go to the restroom before class.  Do not disrupt class.  If you are late to class, you must bring a note.  Per school policy, three (+) unexcused tardies in a 9 weeks will result in a detention.  If you are ever absent, you must get an admit note from the office on the day you return to school.  I will dismiss you from class at the appropriate time (not the bell ringing).  Do not line up at the door to exit the classroom.  Stay in your seats at all times.
3. Raise your hand to ask a question or to make a comment.  I invite your questions and comments, but do not talk while I am teaching or giving directions.  Do not talk over a classmate.  There is absolutely no talking during a quiz, test, or educational video / audio clips.  Blatant disrespect, negativity, verbal hostility, or sarcasm are not welcome.
4. Respect God, your teacher, your classmates, yourself, and this subject.  Learn and welcome personal discipline.
5. No food in class.
6. Show up with a good / positive attitude.  Put forth strong effort to learn, be enthusiastically & purposefully engaged, and participate in class discussions.  Do not work on other subjects / homework while in class.  Do not lay your head down on the desk / sleep / appear to be sleeping during class.  Do not write things on your hands / skin / desk.  Stay aware of the class syllabus that will be given to you every nine weeks.
7. Take assessments and complete work with absolute honesty and integrity.  Any form of cheating will be addressed with parents and administration.
8. Be a class leader and strong Christian example.  Critical thinking and open-mindedness are expected for learning and growth.  Strive for excellence.
9. Cell phones and/or texting are not permitted.  iPads are allowed for note-taking, but this privilege may be revoked if misused / not on task.  Use of technology in class may be permitted per teacher discretion.
10. Enjoy our time together as a class.

*If you choose to disobey these guidelines, the consequences are as follows:

First Offense:  Verbal warning, tardy, and/or written assignment
Second Offense:  Detention, tardy, and/or written assignment
Third Offense:  Detention, written assignment, and parents notified

Our Goals:
1.  To deepen your knowledge of Psychology.

2.  To inspire in you a desire for continued emotional & mental growth, understanding, and maturation.

3.  To help you learn to apply psychological concepts by helping others and promoting their dignity and welfare.
4.  To spiritually grow to become more like Jesus in mind and spirit.

I have read and fully understand the above General Psychology class guidelines and agree to follow the guidelines:
_________________________________________________

______________________________

Signature






Date

	Monday, 8-12-13 
	½ day; Syllabus review

	Tuesday, 8-13-13
	Chapter 1, Section 1 – Why Study Psychology?  p. 6-13
Homework & next reading

	Wednesday, 8-14-13
	Chapter 1, Section 2 – A Brief History of Psychology  p. 14-23  

	Thursday, 8-15-13
	Chapter 1, Section 3 – Psychology as a Profession  p. 24-28

	Friday, 8-16-13
	Test #1, chapter 1
Read & begin vocabulary for chapter 2, due Tuesday

	
	

	Monday, 8-19-13
	Chapter 2, Section 1 – What is Research?  p. 34-41

	Tuesday, 8-20-13
	Chapter 2, Section 2 – Problems & Solutions in Research  p. 34-41

Homework & next reading

	Wednesday, 8-21-13
	Chapter 2, Section 3 – Statistical Evaluation  p. 47-54  

	Thursday, 8-22-13
	Group work & review

	Friday, 8-23-13
	Test #2, chapter 2
Read & begin vocabulary for chapter 3, due Tuesday

	
	

	Monday, 8-26-13
	*Projects assigned, due Monday, 9-23-13
Chapter 3, Section 1 – Physical, Perception, and Language Development  p. 60-68

	Tuesday, 8-27-13
	Chapter 3, Section 2 – Cognitive & Emotional Development  p. 70-77
Homework & next reading

	Wednesday, 8-28-13
	Chapter 3, Section 3 – Parenting Styles & Social Development  p. 78-86

	Thursday, 8-29-13
	Group work & review

	Friday, 8-30-13
	Test #3, chapter 3
Read & begin vocabulary for chapter 5, due Tuesday

	
	

	Monday, 9-2-13
	NO SCHOOL – LABOR DAY

	Tuesday, 9-3-13
	Chapter 5, Section 1 – Adulthood  p. 128-136
Homework & next reading

	Wednesday, 9-4-13
	Chapter 5, Section 2 – Old Age  p. 137-143

	Thursday, 9-5-13
	Chapter 5, Section 3 – Dying & Death  p. 144-148

	Friday, 9-6-13
	Test #4, chapter 5

Read & begin vocabulary for chapter 6, due Tuesday

	
	

	Monday, 9-9-13
	Chapter 6, Section 1 – The Nervous System  p. 155-159

	Tuesday, 9-10-13
	Chapter 6, Section 2 – Studying the Brain  p. 160-169
Homework & next reading

	Wednesday, 9-11-13
	Chapter 6, Section 3 – The Endocrine System  p. 170-173

Chapter 6, Section 4 – Heredity & Environment  p. 174-176

	Thursday, 9-12-13
	*Project work day

	Friday, 9-13-13
	Test #5, chapter 6

Read & begin vocabulary for chapter 7, due Tuesday

	
	

	Monday, 9-16-13
	Chapter 7, Section 1 – Sleep & Dreams  p. 182-190

	Tuesday, 9-17-13
	Chapter 7, Section 2 – Hypnosis, Biofeedback  p. 191-195

Homework & next reading

	Wednesday, 9-18-13
	Chapter 7, Section 3 – Drugs & Consciousness  p. 197-202

	Thursday, 9-19-13
	*Project work day

	Friday, 9-20-13
	Test #6, chapter 7

	
	

	Monday, 9-23-13
	*Projects due & presentations

	Tuesday, 9-24-13
	Project presentations

	Wednesday, 9-25-13
	Project presentations

	Thursday, 9-26-13
	Project presentations

	Friday, 9-27-13
	Project presentations
Read & begin vocabulary for chapter 8, due Tuesday

	
	

	Monday, 9-30-13
	Chapter 8, Section 1 – Sensation  p. 206-213

	Tuesday, 10-1-13
	Chapter 8, Section 2 – The Senses  p. 214-222
Homework & next reading

	Wednesday, 10-2-13
	Chapter 8, Section 3 – Perception  p. 223-231

	Thursday, 10-3-13
	Group work & review

	Friday, 10-4-13
	Test #7, chapter 8
Read & begin vocabulary for chapter 9, due Tuesday


*End of 1st quarter.  Syllabus subject to change.  Most current changes will be reflected in Renweb.
