Welcome to 6th Grade Reading and Writing!
“Get Hooked on Reading and Writing”
On these pages, I hope to be able to answer some of the questions you may have concerning the 6th grade reading/writing class. Please keep them “on the refrigerator” during the coming year, and they will be a point of reference for you concerning class requirements.  You may also feel free to call me here at school at 966-6457 or e-mail me at Christine.McNutt@lipscomb.edu.

Writing– We will spend a great deal of time this year working on writing skills. Students will learn the importance of good writing techniques that will make them a better writer.  We will be discussing and practicing descriptive, narrative, and hopefully expository writing.  As most of you know, Lipscomb Academy Middle School takes the ERB Achievement tests toward the end of the school year. A tool we will be utilizing this year is the Writing Practice Program or WPP. WPP is a program designed by the ERB. This program provides instant, automatic scoring of essays students write. WPP also provides an electronic portfolio of your child’s writing. It carries unlimited practice opportunities for students to enhance their writing skills throughout the year.  The attached sheet highlights general guidelines for writing we will cover in class this year.

We will also spend time on research skills toward the end of the school year. Your child will be required to write a “mini” research paper on a topic of their choice. We will go through the research process step-by-step when this time comes. 
Reading – As we progress into the school year, this is where the other half of our class time will be spent. 
*We will read the following novels as a class during the school year: 
· Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh by Robert C. O’Brien

· Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell
· The Wednesday Wars  by Gary D. Schmidt
Your child should not read any of these books prior to the time we read them together in class. Also, any of these books are subject to change and another book may be added. You will be informed of any changes made. 
Other reading assignments will come from our reading text book (We have only a classroom set of these for in-class use). The class books cannot be taken home. Any work we do from this book, students will be given all the information they will need in class.
*We will spend a great deal of time reinforcing the following reading skills during the coming year:
· Prefixes, Suffixes, and Roots – At the beginning of the school year, your child will receive a list of the prefixes, suffixes, and root word meanings he/she will need to know and be responsible for. Students should keep this list in their binders for the entire school year.

· Narrative Elements – Character, Plot (conflict and resolution),  Setting, and Theme
· Making judgments  - Critically evaluating an author’s information and thoughts
· Point of view from which a story is written – First person, third person
· Symbolism
· Summarizing and paraphrasing
· Figurative Language – similes, metaphors, personification, hyperbole
· Sequential structure
· Cause and Effect

· Fact and Opinion
· Main ideas and details
· Graphic Aids

· Comparing and Contrasting

· Research Skills and Research paper writing

*Accelerated Reader – This is an important part of your child’s reading grade. It is a long-range outside reading assignment, which is generally due about a week or so before the end of each nine weeks. Each nine weeks, your child will be responsible for earning 20 AR points (Subject to change). Please encourage your child to begin early in the nine weeks to complete the requirement.  Also, your child should ALWAYS check his/her reading record to be sure he/she has not already read and taken an AR test on the book he/she has selected. The AR assignment counts as a test grade.
I look forward to this group of students and to our year together! If your child is already a reader, I hope he/she will be challenged to find new favorite books and authors. If your child does not enjoy reading, I hope this will be the year he/she gets “hooked”! (
Thanks in advance for your support, and please know your children are in my prayers as we work together this year.
In Him,

Christine McNutt, 6th grade Reading/Writing
***FYI – At the end of each nine-weeks grading period, the grade from my class is averaged together with the grade from Mrs. Woods’ English class, and shows up on the report card as one grade (Language Arts).
